Can I analyse websites to identify their credibility?
1. What features do fake websites use to convince users that they are real?  Explain how each feature is convincing to the untrained eye. 
[image: image1.png]Tree octopuses are endangered. Help them by tweeting. For every
tree octopus emoji you tweet, a Sasquatch wil give up eating a tree
octopus in your name.* Retweet to start.
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We're using #EndangeredTreeoctopi to save tree octopuses.
Please retweet to help. £
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May 11th my friends and I hiked up Mt Baker.
Snow caused us to start two miles from the
trail head which retrospectively was a stroke
of luck! Almost, back at the car on the 12th
I suddenly see something strange scurrying
around the base of a tree.

I couldn't believe my luck when it ended up
being the elusive Pacific North West tree
octopus !

Managed to get a little footage before it
secreted itself away in a hole in the tree!
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2018-10-31 Octavius The

Octopus Surprises

Aquarium (Savannah Now)
Curator Devin Dumont of the
Marine Education Center and
Aquarium at Skidaway, GA:
"I noticed this cloud of
moving dots and I realized,
*Oh my God, she had babies.
There are babies. There are
babies everywhere.’ And a
sort of panic ensued. T
immediately started scoof
them out and putting them
in buckets and there were
just buckets and buckets and
buckets full of tiny octopi."





[image: image6.png]the temperate rainforests of the Olympic Peninsula on the west coast
of North America. Their habitat lies on the Easter side of the Olympic
mountain range, adjacent to Hood Canal. These solitary cephalopods
reach an average size (measured from arm-tip to mantle-tip,) of 30-33
cm. Unlike most other cephalopods, tree octopuses are amphibious,
spending only their early life and the period of their mating season in
their ancestral aquatic environment. Because of the moistness of the
rainforests and specialized skin adaptations, they are able to keep from
becoming desiccated for prolonged periods of time, but given the chance
they would prefer resting in pooled water.

An intelligent and inquisitive being (it has the largest brain-to-body ratio
for any mollusk), the tree octopus explores its arboreal world by both
touch and sight. Adaptations its ancestors originally evolved in the three
dimensional environment of the sea have been put to good use in the spatially complex maze of the
coniferous Olympic rainforests. The challenges and richness of this environment (and the
intimate way in which it interacts with it,) may account for the tree octopus's advanced behavioral
development. (Some evolutionary theorists suppose that "arboreal adaptation” is what laid the
groundwork in primates for the evolution of the human mind.)





2. What can you do or look at to help you identify if a website is fake?
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ps://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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2016-08-26 Danger: Octobot
20150810 Les Pieuvres de
Paris

20150629 Congolese Brain-
Sucking Octopus

2015-06-01 Follow Me On
Twitter?

2014-12-29 Octopus: Devil OF
The Trees

2014-12-14 "Sword of Fi
Mind-Controlling Alien
Jungle Octopods
» More blog posts.





[image: image9.png]The author of this article and its subsections is Lyle Zapato.
“This site is not associated with any school or educational organization,
other than the Kelvinic University branch of the Wild Haggis Conservation Society.
Not to be confused with the Pacific Northwest Octopus Tree.
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‘The Pacific Northwest tree octopus s an Intemet hoax created in 1998 by Lyle Zapato. This
fictitious endangered species of cephalopod was purportedly able to




The Endangered Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus
1. Where can the tree octopus been found?

2. What is the average size of a tree octopus?

3. Why is the tree octopus considered to be endangered?

4. Give 3 ways people can help save the tree octopus?

5. What is tree octopus called in the following languages:

a. Dutch

b. German

c. Spanish

6. Is it possible to have a tree octopus as a pet? Why?

7. What forms of media has the tree octopus appeared in?

8. Name 3 other animals of interest that the website makes links to.

