
Big Question 

What is the difference      
between pulse and rhythm? 

What to revisit? 

Songs learnt (EYFS) 

Feeling the pulse (EYFS) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Pulse, Rhythm, 
Percussion, 

Voice 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to perform a 
composition using vocal and 

percussion sounds. 

 Can I recognise and       
understand the difference  

between pulse and rhythm? 

Can I play the pulse and 
rhythm of well-known 

nursery rhymes? 

Can I play the pulse and 
rhythm in time to different 

songs, on untuned      
percussion? 

Can I listen to and repeat 
short, simple rhythmic    

patterns, using body and    
untuned percussion? 

Can I perform from graphic 
notation, playing in time 

with peers? 

Can I select and create short   
sequences of sound with voices 

or percussion to represent a   
given idea or character? 

Can I create a simple 
graphic score to represent 

a composition? 

Year 1 Autumn 1 



Big Question 

How can songs tell a story? 

What to revisit? 

Songs learnt (EYFS) 

Singing in time (EYFS) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Mood, Voice,  
Melody, Timing,  

Tempo, Dynamics 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to perform a  
variety of songs fairly       

accurately, from memory. 

Can I describe the 
mood of music listened to, 
both verbally and through 

movement? 

Can I use my voice   
expressively to speak 

and chant? 

Can I express a basic  
opinion about music? 

(like/dislike) 

Can I copy back short 
melodic phrases? 

Can I sing short songs with 
increasing accuracy, main-
taining the overall melody 

and keeping in time? 

Can I sing short songs 
from memory, maintaining 

the overall melody and 
keeping in time? 

Can I respond to simple musical 
instructions (e.g. tempo and   

dynamic changes) as part of a 
class performance?  

Year 1 Autumn 2 



Big Question 

What does a rocket 
sound like? 

What to revisit? 

Singing songs (Aut 2) 

Composing sounds (Aut 1) 

Creating a graphic score (Aut 1) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Loud/quiet, fast/slow… 

Lyrics, Compose 

Glockenspiel 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to perform a class 
composition about a journey 

through space, using both vocal 
sounds and tuned percussion. 

Can I describe the 
mood of music listened to, 
both verbally and through 

movement? 

Can I sing short songs 
from memory, maintaining 

the overall melody and 
keeping in time? 

Can I select and create 
short sequences of sound 
with voices to represent a 

rocket taking off?  

Can I copy back short    
melodic phrases on tuned 

percussion?  

Can I create a simple 
graphic score to represent 

a composition? 

Can I combine          
instrumental and      
vocal sounds? 

Year 1 Spring 1 


