
Big Question 

How can notes play together to 
create chords and harmony? 

What to revisit? 

Stylistic features (Y3) 

Pitch and rhythm (y3) 

Group Performance (Y3) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Graphic/ Letter/ Stave notation, 
Pulse, Rhythm, 

Improvise, Compose, 
Chord, Harmony 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to perform as part 
of an ensemble, including 

rhythm, chords and melody. 

 Can I use graphic notation 
to play the notes of a chord    

using Boomwhackers,  
keeping in time with peers and 

the pulse of a song? 

Can I improvise and compose 
rhythms within a given style 

and record them using 
graphic notation? 

Can I record my rhythmic 
compositions using stave 
notation and perform as 

part of an ensemble? 

Can I learn a chord on the 
ukulele, and play in time to the 

pulse of a song? 

Can I learn 3 chords on the 
ukulele, and play in time to 
the pulse of a song, using 

letter notation? 

Can I play as part of an 
ensemble with multiple in-

struments, following 
graphic/ letter notation? 

Can I perform as part of an 
ensemble, playing either 

rhythm, chords or melody in 
time with peers? 

Year 4 Autumn 1 



Big Question 

How did the Christmas music of 
Bing Crosby and the Andrew sisters 

inspire cheer during WW2? 

What to revisit? 

Singing technique (Aut 1) 

Rhythm and Pitch (Aut 1) 

Group Performance (Aut 1) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Stylistic features, 
Melody, Pitch, Rhythm, 

Tuned percussion, 
Syncopated rhythms 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to sing and play  
Christmas music from the WW2 
era, performing with accuracy 

and expression. 

 Can I recognise and 
discuss the stylistic features 

of music from different times, 
using musical vocabulary? 

Can I use musical vocabulary to 
discuss the purpose of a piece of 
music? Can I sing longer songs 

with increasing melodic and 
rhythm accuracy? 

Can I play simple melodies on 
tuned percussion with some    

accuracy and control?  
(Jingle Bells) 

Can I play melodies on tuned   
percussion with increased accuracy 
and control, developing instrumen-

tal technique? (Jingle Bells) 

Can I sing melodies which use 
more complex rhythms, and play 
them on tuned percussion with   

accuracy and control? (Let it snow) 

Can I sing melodies which use 
syncopated rhythms, and play 
them on tuned percussion with   

accuracy and control?  
(Santa Claus is coming to town) 

Can I play in time with 
peers, with accuracy and 

awareness of their part in the 
group performance? 

Year 4 Autumn 2 



Big Question 

What are the features of     
Scottish folk music? 

What to revisit? 

Composing rhythms (Aut 1) 

Stave Notation (Y3) 

Stylistic features (Aut 2) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Folk Music, Improvise, Compose, 
Notation, Scots dialect, Bard,  
Instrument names e.g. fiddle, 

bagpipes, accordion... 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to perform my 
own rhythmic composition, 

playing in time with       
traditional Scottish tunes 

and recording my         
composition using graphic 

and stave notation. 

 Can I recognise and 
discuss the stylistic features 
of Scottish folk music, using 

musical vocabulary? 

Can I sing a Scottish folk song 
(’Three Craws’), developing sense 
of expression, and discussing the 

purpose of the music? 

Can I discuss how Scottish music 
traditions have developed over 

time, and learn about Scotland’s 
‘National Bard’ Robert Burns? 

Can I begin to improvise     
musically within the style of 

Scottish folk music? 
(’Three Craws’ - Ukulele)  

Can I learn how to record 
rhythmic compositions using 
graphic and stave notation? 

Can I compose rhythms to     
accompany traditional Scottish 
folk tunes, performing as an   

ensemble on untuned percussion? 

Year 4 Spring 1 


