
Big Question 

How do different instruments 
work together to create an    
exciting piece of music? 

What to revisit? 

Graphic Notation (Y4) 

Untuned/Tuned Percussion (Y4) 

Performing a song (Y4) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Improvise,  
Graphic & Letter Notation,  

Pulse, Rhythm, 
Syncopated Rhythm 

Assessment Question / Task 

I will be able to perform ‘Build 
That Pyramid’ as part of a  

multi-instrument ensemble. 

 Can I use hieroglyphs as 
graphic notation?  

Can I represent the features and 
instruments of a piece of music  

using graphic notation? 

Can I use Boomwhackers 
to play the pulse and bass 

notes of a song?  
(‘Build that Pyramid’) 

Can I use untuned percus-
sion to play and improvise 
rhythms to accompany a 

song? (‘Build that Pyramid’) 

Can I use letter notation to 
learn an instrumental part on 
tuned percussion, including 

syncopated rhythms? 

Can I learn a song, and      
perform with accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression?  
(‘Build that Pyramid’) 

Can I play as part of an ensem-
ble with multiple parts, keeping 

in time with others and following 
a graphic/ letter score? 

Can I perform as part of an ensemble, 
adjusting dynamics and pitch accord-
ing to a graphic/letter score and fol-

lowing a conductor’s cues? 

Year 5 Autumn 1 



Big Question 

Can I learn to play a traditional 
Christmas carol? 

What to revisit? 

Notation (Aut 1) 

Tuned Percussion (Aut 1) 

Performing a song (Aut 1) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Graphic, Letter & Stave Notation,  
Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Ensemble, 

Syncopated Rhythm, 
Melody, Harmony 

Assessment Question / Task 
I will be able to perform ‘Silent 
Night’ as part of an ensemble. 
My ensemble may be able to 

play in harmony. 

 Can I recognise and    
discuss the stylistic features 

of music from different traditions, 
and discuss changes over time? 
(Traditional Christmas carols) 

Can I perform simple phrases with 
some degree of accuracy, following  

letter and staff notation?  
(Lines 1 and 2 of ‘Silent Night’) 

Can I create graphic notation     
showing pitch, to enable me to play 
with increased accuracy, and play 
more complicated melodic phrases? 

(Lines 1-4 of ‘Silent Night’) 

Can I perform increasingly  
complex phrases, using graphic, 
letter and simple staff notation?  

(Lines 1-6 of ‘Silent Night’) 

Can I perform with increased 
accuracy and fluency, using 
graphic, letter and simple 

staff notation? 

Can I work as a group to      
perform as part of an ensemble, 
keeping in time with others and 
communicating with the group? 

Can I perform on instruments 
in an ensemble with two  

different parts?  
(Melody and harmony.) 

Year 5 Autumn 2 



Big Question 

What was music like in      
a Tudor Court? 

What to revisit? 

Stylistic features (Y4) 

Untuned Percussion (Aut 1) 

Composition (Y4) 

Key Vocabulary 

I will use: 

Timbre, Dynamics, Tempo, 
Improvise, Compose, Ensemble, 

Instrument names (e.g. lute, 
hurdy gurdy, viol...) 

Assessment Question / Task 
I will be able to perform my 

own ensemble-composition, in 
the style of Tudor Court music. 

 Can I recognise and    
discuss the stylistic features 

of Tudor court music, and     
discuss how music has changed 

over time? 

Can I recognise how pulse, 
rhythm and pitch work together 
to create Tudor Court music? 

Can I describe how specific    
musical elements, (e.g. timbre, 
tempo, dynamics) can effect the 
overall sound of a piece of music 

if changed? 

Can I improvise coherently   
within the style of Tudor Court 

music? Can I recognise and play 
an ostinato in time? 

Can I incorporate a melodic 
ostinato into a multi-layered 

composition including      
percussion and melody? 

Can I work as a group to      
perform as part of an ensemble, 
keeping in time with others and 
communicating with the group? 

Year 5 Spring 1 


