
 

Malvern’s Reading for Pleasure Newsletter – March 2025 
 

Welcome to the March (World Book Day) edition of our reading for pleasure newsletter. 
 

World Book Day:  This year’s theme is: Read Your Way.  Research 
shows that many children feel that reading is something they have 
to do, rather than something they choose to do.  At Malvern, we 
want all our children to be passionate about reading – and to 
relish and look forward to their daily story and reading times.  We 
want our children to seek out opportunities to read for pleasure – 
be that in school or at home – and to become enchanted and 
captivated by the pages of a book they have chosen to read. 
 

Inspiring with Picutres:  A corner of the staff room has been hijacked by the picture 
book fairy !  During the week of World Book Day, adults in school will be browsing 
and perusing the extensive selection – and then hot-footing it back to classrooms ready 
to share new discoveries.  Our aim is two-fold.  Firstly (and most importantly), we 
want to share books with our children that will inspire and motivate them.  Secondly, 
as adults who read for pleasure, we want to expand our own knowledge of the 
astonishing range & quality of fiction and non-fiction picture books that are available. 



No Words: All of the books featured on this page are available for sharing.  They have 
one thing in common – they are completely wordless.  They require adults and children 
alike to dive into the pictures and tell the story that unfolds before their very eyes. 
 

‘Flotsam’ by David Wiesner:  A bright, science-minded boy 
goes to the beach equipped to collect and examine flotsam-
anything floating that has been washed ashore. Bottles, lost 
toys, small objects of every description are among his usual 
finds. But there's no way he could have prepared for one 
particular discovery: a barnacle-encrusted underwater 
camera, with its own secrets to share . . . and to keep. 
 

‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker:  This stunning, wordless picture 
book is about self-determination and unexpected friendship. 
It follows a little girl who draws a magic door on her 
bedroom wall. Through it she escapes into a world where 
wonder, adventure and danger abound. Red marker pen in 
hand, she creates a boat, a balloon and a flying carpet which 
carry her on a spectacular journey - to who knows where…? 

 

‘Footpath Flowers’: By JonArno Lawson & Sydney 
Smith. In this wordless, beautifully illustrated picture 
book from an award-winning poet (JonArno Lawson), 
a little girl collects wild flowers while her distracted 
father pays her, and their surroundings, little attention. 
Each flower the little girl gathers becomes a gift for a 
person or animal, and whether the gift is noticed or 
ignored, both giver and recipient are transformed by 
their encounter. An ode to the importance of small 
things, small people and small gestures. 

 

‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan:  In this unusual book, we follow a young 
man as he packs his bags and leaves his family to go and start a new 
life in another country. We experience his journey, his struggles to 
communicate, find accommodation, a job and food, as well as following 
the stories of other immigrants. Illustrated with black & white photo realist artwork. 
 

Malvern Community Book Club:  Our monthly 
community book club had its February meeting a few 
weeks ago.  We had recently read ‘Love is Blind’ by 

William Boyd.  Our chosen book for March is 
‘Hamnet’ by Maggie O’Farrell. The next meeting will 
take place on Thursday 13th March at 7.30pm in The 

Derby Lodge.  All welcome. 
 

‘Books crowbar the world open for you.’(From ‘Rooftoppers’ by Katherine Rundell) 
 

Paul Kynaston : Reading Advocate : Malvern Primary School : Liverpool : March 2025 
 

I’m reading Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman. 
 

The Malvern Community Book Club’s current book is Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell. 


