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Malvern’s Reading for Pleasure Newsletter — May 2025

Greetings ! A very warm welcome to this edition of our reading for pleasure newsletter:

The Camegies: The Camegie Medal shortlists were announced on March 11th. Most of
this year's writing shortlist is aimed at more of a teenage audience. However, Matt
Goodfellow’s fantastic ‘The Final Year' has a 9+ recommendation. And Nathanael
Lessore's ‘King of Nothing, is tagged as being, for age 11+. From the illustration shortlist,
I have read and enjoyed Marigjo Ilustrajo’s ‘T Love Books and Katie Rolfe's ‘Wolf and,
Bear'. More details from the Camegie wehbsite. Please go to www.camegies.co.uk
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(AT Go0DrELLOK ‘The First Year' by Matt Goudfellow: This is the sequel to the
8 Camegie Medal shortlisted ‘The Final Year'. Nate's eleven and,
has just finished primary school. After a challenging final year,
life is looking up. His brother has recovered from illness, he's
{ got the love of his mum, hrothers and Auntie San - and he's
off to secondary school with his two best mates. But while
old nemesis - and struggling to come to terms with a strict
new teacher - a sudden surprise appearance in Nates life
threatens to throw him completely off course. And The Beast -
| the anger he tries sohard to control - reappears. Will Nate find
away to keep himself and his family together ? Both ‘The Final
Year' and ‘The First Year' are verse novels.
‘Wolf Mountain' by Alice Roherts: Based on genuine archaeological CALICE S
evidence, this is the stunning sequel to former Waterstone's  ETEIaRs
Childrervs Book of the Month ‘Wolf Road,. Winter is coming and
Tuuli, along with her faithful wolf cub, Lupa, is on the move. Leaving
her trihe behind, she sets out across the Tundro to discover a new
world, and find the family of Andar, the friend she has lost. The

joumey is hard, filled with ferocious animals and dangerous
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weather: With danger everywhere, will Tuulifind what she is looking, [l LU\
Jor ? By historian and TV presenter Professor Alice Roberts.



http://www.carnegies.co.uk/

Malvern Community Book Club: Our monthly community,

book club had its April meeting a, few weeks ago. We had, I&Eﬁd&%

ANXIOUS

recently read ‘The Curator’ by MW.Craven. Our chosen bhook
Jor April is ‘Anxious Peogple’ by, Fredrick Backman. The next
meeting will take place on Thursday 8" May at 7.30pm in
The Derhy Lodge. All welcome.

‘The Wonder Brothers by Frank Cottrell-Boyce: I read this over Easter
and really enjoyed it. (Thanks to Mrs Webher for the
recommendation.) Here's a synopsis: If youve heard of Blackpoot,
yowll know about the tower; right? It's over 500 feet tall and looks
like a distant relative of the Eiffel Tower. So how could it just
disappear? Well, when the world's greatest magician, Perplexion, is
around, nothing should surprise youw ! Middy and her cousin
Nathan, aka the Wonder Brothers, are pretty good at magic
themselves but perhaps promising to bring hack Blackpool Tower on
live TV wusn't their smartest move. But when they; their big cousin
Bradwwmdagwntmb@Lendumea&Vega& as £ by magic, maybe anything is
possible. Told by multiple narrators, including a couple of Las Vegas police detectives,
Middy and Nathan's exploits are mostly seen in retrospect as they try to explain being
a world away, from their home with no passports, no parents and an enormous rabbit.
Fun, funny and with enough muystery to keep youw guessing, this is a great read for
anyone who likes a dose of danger with their magic.
UKLA Book Awards Shortlists: The United, Kingdom Literacy Association announced its
2025 hook wwwrds shortlists on March 18™. These are the only national children's hook
awards judged by teachers. Matt Goodfellow’s excellent verse novel ‘The Final Year
makes this 7 to 10+ shortlist as well as the Camegie writing shortlist. I've read Liz
Kessler's ‘Code Name Kingfisher’ and Hiba Noor Khan's ‘Safiyyahv's War' — hoth are really
good. Tom Percival's ‘The Wrong, Shoes' is currently in my, ‘to read, pile. I've read a few
of the titles from the 3 to 6+ shortlist. Reviews can he found on the next page.
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‘Gina Kaminski Saves the Wolf by Craig Barr-Green:

LN R B When Gina Kaminski reads Little Red Riding Hood,

Saves s Wolf she’s appalled at what happens in the story. Such a

%/_;;;.,I horrible ending that could have heen avoided had

/N | LitleRed and the Wolf not made THREE big mistakes.
. L i

Gina decides to go hack into the story and help them
out. It's hard work hecause the mum gives so many,
orders all at once — it's no wonder Little Red makes
those mistakes! So Gina eats the cake herself, doesn't
take the short cut through the woods and throws the,
wolf a stick to get it off track so she can get to Granny,
Jirst and save the wolf: She fixes all the mistakes. With
illustrations by Francis Martin.

There's a Tiger on the Train' by Mariesa Dudak: On an ’
extraordinary journey to the sea, o tiger hoards the R\ ThCI‘ES
train, along with ajungle of other animals — all without = N W T
author, Mariesar Dulak, and awwd-winner Rebecca |G “% P on the
Cobb, illustrator of ‘The Everywhere Bear'. | .
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‘Listening to the Quiet’ by Cassie Silva: Jacki's mum is |
starting to lose her hearing. However, together they
are at the door; and a sensor flashes to remind her to g T, B,
take the cake out of the oven. Plus, mother and {(’?Af".‘ Uy
daughter are leaming to sign so they, “will still be able iethe () ;
to tell each other everything’. Yes, there are lots of X"
things they can do to prepare.

But then at school, when everyone is enjoying music
time, Jacki is overcome by waves of sadness and guilt
at being able to hear sounds that her mum will
miss. I Mum cannot continue to enjoy her favourite
song, Jacki is not sure she can enjoy sound anymore
either: However, it is Jacki herself who comes  up
with an ingenious ideq.......

I have most of the titles that have heen showcased in this edition. Happy
to share. IP you have any recommendations that youd like to- pass on,
please let me know: Happy reading, !

“Books crowbar the world open for you.” (From ‘Rocftoppers’ by Katherine Rundell)
op Y PP Y
Paul Kynaston : Reading Advocate : Malvern Primary School : Liverpool : May 2025

I’'m reading Wolf Mountain by Alice Roberts.
The Malvern Community Book Club’s current book is Anxious People by Fredrick Backman.



