
Malvern’s Reading for Pleasure Newsletter – November 2025  
 

Welcome !  I hope the autumn half term holiday provided everybody with lots of interesting 
reading opportunities !  This edition will showcase several of my recent discoveries.  Enjoy ! 
 

The Waters and the Wild: With stunning, atmospheric illustrations by David Rooney, this 
beautiful verse novel by Eilish Fisher is about family and the power of hope.  Rowan was raised 
in the desert. Growing up, all she’s known is sunshine, warmth and love. Then tragedy strikes 
and everything changes.  Now Rowan and her mum have moved from the hazy heat of the desert 
to the cold landscape of Ireland.  Each of them hoping that living in the town Rowan’s dad called 
home will bring them closer to him.  But as soon as Rowan arrives, she knows something’s not 
right. Why is it so cold, even in August ?  Why do lights turn on without warning or kettles boil with 
no one pressing a switch? Even more mysterious is The Wall.  It surrounds the town, but no one 

can tell Rowan who built it or 
how long it’s stood, or why it’s 
forbidden to cross over to the 
other side. When she spots a 
crack in the stone, she can’t 
resist a little exploration.  In the 
woods beyond, she discovers a 
strange horse whom she feels 
an instant connection with - a 
bond that brings the return of 
warmth and hope . . . but at what 
price?  A Poem:  The title of the 
book is a line from The Stolen 
Child – a poem by William Butler 
Yeats…..Where dips the rocky 
highland / Of Sleuth Wood in the 
lake, / There lies a leafy island / 
Where flapping herons wake / 
The drowsy water rats……… 

 

Katherine Rundell:  In conjunction with the 
British Library, author Katherine Rundell will 
celebrate wondrous and mysterious maps in 
fiction. This livestreamed student Q&A event 
- inspired by her latest book Impossible 
Creatures: The Poisoned King and the BL’s 
Secret Maps exhibition – will take place on 
December 8th at 10.30am.  For further 
information, please visit www.bl.uk  (With 
thanks to our Y5 teacher Miss McCombs.) 

http://www.bl.uk/


The Lone Husky:  All of Hannah Gold’s books are 
beautifully illustrated by Levi Pinfold and are highly 
recommended.  Her latest – The Lone Husky – revisits 
the world of The Last Bear and Finding Bear.   
 

April Wood is no stranger to adventure. After all, she 
lives in the Arctic and her best friend is a polar bear. 
But when April finds herself volunteering for the Polar 
Race – a long-distance dog sled race across the 
frozen tundra – even she wonders if this may be an 
adventure too far. April will need all the help she can 
get if she’s to make it to the finish line. And competition 
is fierce – with experienced dog sledders, including 
new boy Finn, who will go to any lengths to win. But 
April has something the other teams don’t: Blaze, a 
solitary husky with a troubled past, who may just prove 
to be her secret weapon…  
 

This is a breathtaking adventure that will take readers 
on an unforgettable journey through the Arctic and 
reunite them with some beloved characters. 

 

The Big Dreaming by Michael Rosen: The Cold is 
coming, and it's time for Big Bear and Little Bear to get 
ready for the Big Sleep - for bears sleep all winter long and 
wake up in the spring.  But Little Bear is worried.  What if 
they run out of dreams during the Big Sleep? 
And so, Little Bear sets out bravely to find enough dreams 
to see them through the long winter. On his journey, he 
discovers dreams of happiness; dreams of homecoming; 
and dreams of hope.  But with the Cold approaching fast, 
will Little Bear make it back home in time for the Big 
Dreaming ? An uplifting tale from a master storyteller and 
former Children’s Laureate, The Big Dreaming is a classic 
in the making, filled with luminous illustrations by award-
winning Daniel Egnéus.  The i Newspaper said: ‘A simply 
beautiful book for young children.' 

 

I Follow the Fox:  From the bestselling 
author Rob Biddulph (Gigantic / Blown 
Away) comes a magical tale about a 
boy, his teddy and a very special winter 
adventure.  Little Fox has gone missing 
in the park. The family searches high 
and low but the teddy can’t be found. 
Then, one night, a beautiful (real) fox 
calls at the window - and the young boy 
decides to follow her. They go on a 
magical winter adventure: moving through the city, past snowy 
meadows and icy rivers, until the boy realises the fox has led him 
to something special, and that she needs his help. Can the fox 
help him find his own beloved Little Fox ?  



Julia Donaldson: Our school library will be 
featuring the former Children’s Laureate as its 
Author of the Month for November.  Julia is an 
English writer. She was born in London in 
1948.  She is best known for her popular 
rhyming stories for children, especially those 
illustrated by Axel Scheffler, which include 
The Gruffalo, Room on the Broom and Stick 
Man.  Julia Donaldson went to Bristol 
University where she was 
a French and Drama 
student.  She worked for 
publishers, a local radio 
station and as an English 
teacher.  Her first book – 
A Squash and a Squeeze 
– was published in 1993. 

 

Harriet Tubman: Force of Nature:  Harriet Tubman 
was born enslaved in Maryland (USA) in 1822. Nobody 
knew this tiny black child would be so rooted in the 
natural world, that she would find her way by the stars 
or move through the woods as silently as an owl. 
Nobody knew that she would use her oneness with the 
environment and courage to escape the brutality of 
slavery – and rescue hundreds of others from the same 
fate – and embrace the joys of freedom.   Nobody knew 
she would become a force of nature.  This fantastic new 

book is a biography in poems and is 
perfect for reading aloud. Combined 
with luminous collage illustrations, 
Caroline Brewer brings readers of all 
ages to the story of Harriet Tubman in 
a way it has never been told before. 

 

Contributions Welcome:  Our monthly reading for pleasure 
newsletter aims to inspire both children and adults to pick up a book 
and read – just for the sheer joy and pleasure that doing so brings.  
If you have any reading recommendations – or would like to 
contribute a review of a book that you have recently read – please 
email it to malvern@knowsley.gov.uk or send it to me directly.  
Previous editions of this newsletter can be found on the school 
website: www.malvernprimaryschool.co.uk  

mailto:malvern@knowsley.gov.uk
http://www.malvernprimaryschool.co.uk/


National Year of Reading 2026:  In July of this year, Secretary of 
State for Education, Bridget Phillipson, announced that 2026 will be 
The National Year of Reading.  The National Year of Reading is a 
campaign to address the steep decline in reading amongst children, 
young people and adults. It is a Department for Education initiative, in 
collaboration with the National Literacy Trust. The National Year of 
Reading will position reading as a powerful contemporary activity and 
will aim to engage new audiences in reading - and to change the 
national reading culture. Reading supports success in school, work 
and in life, boosts wellbeing, brings people together and increases 
empathy.  There will be an exciting series of events for primary and 

secondary schools.  These will aim to boost reading for pleasure and will include virtual 
assemblies with inspirational figures, webinars and resources for teachers.  Watch this space ! 

 

Philip Pullman: The long-awaited conclusion 
to Philip Pullman’s The Book of Dust sequence 
- The Rose Field - was published in October. 
When readers left Lyra at the end of The Secret 
Commonwealth, she was alone in the ruins of a 
deserted city. Pantalaimon – her dæmon - had 
run from her in search of her imagination, which 
he believed she had lost. Lyra travelled across 
the world from her Oxford home in search of her 
dæmon. And Malcolm, loyal Malcolm, 
journeyed far from home, towards the Silk 
Roads in search of Lyra. In The Rose Field, 
their quests converge in the most dangerous, 

breathtaking and world-changing ways. They must take help from spies and thieves, gryphons 
and witches, old friends and new, learning all the while the depth and surprising truths of the 
alethiometer.  All around them, the world is aflame – made terrifying by fear, power and greed. 

  
Malvern Community Book Club:  All adults within our school 
community are welcome to join the Malvern Community Book 
Club.  This is a very informal, social gathering. Meetings take place 
monthly at The Derby Lodge.  The next meeting will take place on 
Thursday 13th November at 7.30pm.  This month, we’re reading The 
Life Impossible by Matt Haig.  About The Life Impossible: When Grace 
Winters, a retired Maths teacher, is left a run-down house on a 
Mediterranean island by a long-lost friend, curiosity gets the better of 
her.  She arrives in Ibiza with a one-way ticket, no guidebook and no 
plan. Among the rugged hills and golden beaches of the Balearics, 
Grace searches for answers about her friend’s life, and how it ended. 
What she uncovers is stranger than she could have dreamed. But to 
dive into this impossible truth, Grace must first come to terms with her 
past. Filled with wonder and wild adventure, this is a story of hope and 
the life-changing power of a new beginning. 

‘Books crowbar the world open for you.’(From ‘Rooftoppers’ by Katherine Rundell) 
Paul Kynaston : Reading Advocate : Malvern Primary School : Liverpool : November 2025 

I’m reading The Last Bard by Maz Evans. 
Malvern Community Book Club’s current book is The Life Impossible by Matt Haig. 


